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A bill for an act 
relating to natural resources; designating a state wildlife management area; 
amending Minnesota Statutes 2006, section 97A. 133, by adding a subdivision. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2006, section 97A. 133, is amended by adding a 

subdivision to read: 

Subd. 66. Vermillion Highlands Wildlife Management Area, Dakota County. 

Sec. 2. VERMILLION HIGHLANDS WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA. 

(a) The following area is established and designated as the Vermillion Highlands 

Wildlife Management Area, sub-ject to the special permitted uses authorized in this section: 

The approximately 2,840 acres owned by the University of Minnesota lying within 

the area legally described as approximately the southerly 314 of the Southwest 114 of 

Section 1, the Southeast 114 of Section 2, the East 112 of Section 10, Section 11, the 

West 112 of Section 12, Section 13, and Section 14, all in Township 114 North, Range 

19 West, Dakota County. 

(b) Notwithstanding Minnesota Statutes, section 86A.05, subdivision 8, paragraph 

(c), permitted uses in the Vermillion Highlands Wildlife Management Area include: 

(1) education, outreach, and agriculture; 

(2) research by the University of Minnesota or other permitted researchers; 

(3) hunting, fish in^, trappinp, and other compatible wildlife-related recreation and 

supporting management and improvements; 

(4) designated trails for hiking, horseback riding, biking, and cross-country skiing 

and necessary trailhead support; 
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( 5 )  shooting sports facilities for firearms training, small and large caliber shooting, 

archery, and skeet and trap shooting; 

(6) grant-in-aid snowmobile trails; and 

(7) leases for small-scale farms to market vegetable fa-ming. 

(c) With the concurrence of representatives of the University of Minnesota and 

Dakota County, the commissioner of natural resources may, by posting or rule, restrict the 

permitted uses as follows: 

( I )  temporarily close areas or trails, by posting at the access points, to facilitate 

hunting. Whcn tcmporarily closing trails undcr this clausc, thc comrnissioncr shall avoid 

closing all trail loops simultancously mhcncvcr practical; or 

(2) limit other permitted uses to accoinmodate h~lnting and trapping after providing 

advance public notice. Research conducted by the university may not be limited unless 

mutually agreed by the commissioner and the University of Minnesota. 

(d) Notwithstanding Minnesota Statutes, sections 97A.06 1 and 477A. 11, the state 

of Minnesota shall not provide payments in lieu of taxes for the lands described in 

paragraph (a). 


