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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Hession House FiLe No. 1743

March 7, 2007
Authored by Juhnke; Gunther; Peterson, A.; Magnus and Simpson
The bill was read for the first time and referred to the Committee on Agriculture, Rural Economies and Veterans Affairs

A bill for an act
relating to agriculture; changing noxious weed eradication requirements;
amending Minnesota Statutes 2006, sections 18.80, subdivision 1; 18.81,
subdivisions 1, 3; 18.83, subdivisions 1, 3, 7; 18.84, subdivision 3; repealing
Minnesota Statutes 2006, sections 18.79, subdivisions 7, 8; 18.84, subdivision 2.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2006, section 18.80, subdivision 1, is amended to read:
Subdivision 1. County agricultural inspectors. The county board shalt may
appoint one or more county agricultural inspectors thatmeet-thequalifreattonspresertbed

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 2006, section 18.81, subdivision 1, is amended to read:

Subdivision 1. County agricultural inspectors. ftts-the-dutyofcounty-agricutturat
mspeetors The county board shall specify the responsibilities of the county agricultural

inspector, which may include the following:

(1) to see that sections 18.76 to 18.88 and rules adopted under those sections are
carried out within their jurisdiction;

(2) to see that sections 21.80 to 21.92 and rules adopted under those sections are
carried out within their jurisdiction;

(3) to see that sections 21.71 to 21.78 and rules adopted under those sections are

carried out within their jurisdiction;

Sec. 2. 1
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(4) to participate in the control programs for feed, fertilizer, pesticide, and insect
pests when requested, in writing, to do so by the commissioner;
(5) to participate in other agricultural programs under the control of the commissioner

when requested, in writing, to do so;stbjeetto-veto by the eounty-board commissioner;
(6) to administer the distribution of funds allocated by the county board to the county

agricultural inspector for noxious weed control and eradication within the county; and

the—county.

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 2006, section 18.81, subdivision 3, is amended to read:
Subd. 3. Nonperformance by inspectors; reimbursement for expenses. If local
weed inspectors neglect or fail to do their duty as prescribed in this section, the county

agricultural inspector, if one has been appointed by the county board, shall issue a notice

to the inspector providing instructions on how and when to do their duty. If, after the time
allowed in the notice, the local weed inspector has not complied as directed, the county
agricultural inspector may perform the duty for the local weed inspector. A claim for the
expense of doing the local weed inspector's duty is a legal charge against the municipality
in which the inspector has jurisdiction. The county agricultural inspector doing the work
may file an itemized statement of costs with the clerk of the municipality in which the
work was performed. The municipality shall immediately issue proper warrants to the
county for the work performed. If the municipality fails to issue the warrants, the county
auditor may include the amount contained in the itemized statement of costs as part of the
next annual tax levy in the municipality and withhold that amount from the municipality

in making its next apportionment.

Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 2006, section 18.83, subdivision 1, is amended to read:
Subdivision 1. General weed notice. A general notice for noxious weed control or
eradication mst may be published on or before May 15 of each year and-atother-times
thecommtisstoner—direets. This requirement may be satisfied through the county Web

site. Failure of the county agricultural weed inspector to publish the general notice does
not relieve a person from the necessity of full compliance with sections 18.76 to 18.88
and related rules. The published notice is legal and sufficient notice when an individual

notice cannot be served.

Sec. 4. 2



3.1

3.2

33

34

3.5

3.6

3.7

3.8

3.9

3.10

3.11

3.12

3.13

3.14

3.15

3.16

3.17

3.18

3.19

3.20

3.21

3.22

3.23

3.24

3.25

3.26

3.27

3.28

3.29

3.30

3.31

3.32

3.33

3.34

3.35

01/30/2007 REVISOR CMG/DI 07-1364

Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 2006, section 18.83, subdivision 3, is amended to read:
Subd. 3. Appeal of individual notice; appeal committee. {1 A recipient of an
individual notice may appeal, in writing, the order for control or eradication of noxious

weeds. This appeal must be filed with amember-of-the-appeal-committee-inthecounty
where-thetand-istoeated the jurisdiction that issued the notice within two working days

of the time the notice is received. The eommtttee jurisdiction must inspect the land
specified in the notice and report back to the recipient and the inspector who issued the
notice within five working days, either agreeing, disagreeing, or revising the order. The
decision may be appealed in district court. If the eommittee jurisdiction agrees or revises

the order, the control or eradication specified in the order, as approved or revised by-the

eommittee, may be carried out.

Sec. 6. Minnesota Statutes 2006, section 18.83, subdivision 7, is amended to read:
Subd. 7. Expenses; reimbursements. A claim for the expense of controlling or

eradicating noxious weeds;-which-may-inchude-thecosts-of serving notices;tsategat

cotteeted: that is not reimbursed by the owner of the land is a legal charge against the land.

After the expense is incurred, the weed inspector shall file verified and itemized statements

of the cost of all services rendered with the county auditor of the county in which the land

is located. The county auditor shall place a lien in favor of the jurisdiction that ordered the

control or eradication of noxious weeds against the land involved, which must be certified

by the county auditor and collected according to section 429.101.

Sec. 6. 3
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If public land is involved, the amount due must be paid from funds provided for
maintenance of the land or from the general revenue or operating fund of the agency

responsible for the land.

Sec. 7. Minnesota Statutes 2006, section 18.84, subdivision 3, is amended to read:

Subd. 3. €eurt Appeal of costs to district court; petition. (a) A tandeowner-who

erson who

is ordered to control noxious weeds under sections 18.76 to 18.88 and is charged for

noxious weed control may petition for judicial review of the charges. The petition must

be filed within 30 days after the-eoneclustorrof-the-hearingbefore-thecounty board being
charged. The petition must be filed with the court administrator in the county in which the

land where the noxious weed control measures were undertaken is located, together with
proof of service of a copy of the petition on the county auditor. No responsive pleadings
may be required of the county, and no court fees may be charged for the appearance of
the county in this matter.

(b) The petition must be captioned in the name of the person making the petition as
petitioner and respective county as respondents. The petition must include the petitioner's
name, the legal description of the land involved, a copy of the notice to control noxious
weeds, and the date or dates on which appealed control measures were undertaken.

(c) The petition must state with specificity the grounds upon which the petitioner

seeks to avoid the imposition of a lien for the cost of noxious weed control measures.

Sec. 8. REPEALER.

Minnesota Statutes 2006, sections 18.79, subdivisions 7 and 8; and 18.84,

subdivision 2, are repealed.

Sec. 8. 4



