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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
o™ House FiLENo. 3779

March 4, 2008

Authored by Olin, Ward, Mullery, Paymar, Lesch and others

The bill was read for the first time and referred to the Committee on Public Safety and Civil Justice
March 13, 2008

Committee Recommendation and Adoption of Report:

To Pass as Amended and re-referred to the Committee on Finance

A bill for an act
relating to crimes; modifying law protecting victims of sexual assault; amending
Minnesota Statutes 2006, sections 609.342, subdivision 1; 609.343, subdivision
1; Minnesota Statutes 2007 Supplement, section 609.341, subdivision 11.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2007 Supplement, section 609.341, subdivision 11,
is amended to read:

Subd. 11. Sexual contact. (a) "Sexual contact,”" for the purposes of sections
609.343, subdivision 1, clauses (a) to (f), and 609.345, subdivision 1, clauses (a) to (e),
and (h) to (o), includes any of the following acts committed without the complainant's
consent, except in those cases where consent is not a defense, and committed with sexual
or aggressive intent:

(1) the intentional touching by the actor of the complainant's intimate parts, or

(i1) the touching by the complainant of the actor's, the complainant's, or another's
intimate parts effected by a person in a position of authority, or by coercion, or by
inducement if the complainant is under 13 years of age or mentally impaired, or

(ii1) the touching by another of the complainant's intimate parts effected by coercion
or by a person in a position of authority, or

(iv) in any of the cases above, the touching of the clothing covering the immediate
area of the intimate parts, or

(v) the intentional touching by the actor of the complainant's body or the clothing

covering the complainant's body with seminal fluid or sperm.

Section 1. 1
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(b) "Sexual contact," for the purposes of sections 609.343, subdivision 1, clauses (g)
and (h), and 609.345, subdivision 1, clauses (f) and (g), includes any of the following acts
committed with sexual or aggressive intent:

(1) the intentional touching by the actor of the complainant's intimate parts;

(i1) the touching by the complainant of the actor's, the complainant's, or another's
intimate parts;

(ii1) the touching by another of the complainant's intimate parts; ot

(iv) in any of the cases listed above, touching of the clothing covering the immediate
area of the intimate parts; or

(v) the intentional touching by the actor of the complainant's body or the clothing

covering the complainant's body with seminal fluid or sperm.

(c) "Sexual contact with a person under 13" means the intentional touching of the
complainant's bare genitals or anal opening by the actor's bare genitals or anal opening
with sexual or aggressive intent or the touching by the complainant's bare genitals or anal
opening of the actor's or another's bare genitals or anal opening with sexual or aggressive

intent.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective August 1, 2008, and applies to crimes

committed on or after that date.

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 2006, section 609.342, subdivision 1, is amended to read:

Subdivision 1. Crime defined. A person who engages in sexual penetration with
another person, or in sexual contact with a person under 13 years of age as defined in
section 609.341, subdivision 11, paragraph (c), is guilty of criminal sexual conduct in the
first degree if any of the following circumstances exists:

(a) the complainant is under 13 years of age and the actor is more than 36 months
older than the complainant. Neither mistake as to the complainant's age nor consent to
the act by the complainant is a defense;

(b) the complainant is at least 13 years of age but less than 16 years of age and the
actor is more than 48 months older than the complainant and in a position of authority
over the complainant. Neither mistake as to the complainant's age nor consent to the act
by the complainant is a defense;

(c) circumstances existing at the time of the act cause the complainant to have a
reasonable fear of imminent great bodily harm to the complainant or another;

(d) the actor is armed with a dangerous weapon or any article used or fashioned in a
manner to lead the complainant to reasonably believe it to be a dangerous weapon and

uses or threatens to use the weapon or article to cause the complainant to submit;

Sec. 2. 2
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(e) the actor causes personal injury to the complainant, and either of the following
circumstances exist:

(1) the actor uses force or coercion to accomplish sexual penetration; or

(i1) the actor knows or has reason to know that the complainant is mentally impaired,
mentally incapacitated, or physically helpless;

(f) the actor is aided or abetted by one or more accomplices within the meaning of
section 609.05, and either of the following circumstances exists:

(1) the actor or an accomplice uses force or coercion to cause the complainant to
submit; or

(i1) an accomplice is armed with a dangerous weapon or any article used or fashioned
in a manner to lead the complainant reasonably to believe it to be a dangerous weapon and
uses or threatens to use the weapon or article to cause the complainant to submit;

(g) the actor has a significant relationship to the complainant and the complainant
was under 16 years of age at the time of the sexual penetration. Neither mistake as to the
complainant's age nor consent to the act by the complainant is a defense; or

(h) the actor has a significant relationship to the complainant, the complainant was
under 16 years of age at the time of the sexual penetration, and:

(1) the actor or an accomplice used force or coercion to accomplish the penetration;

(i1) the complainant suffered personal injury; or

(ii1) the sexual abuse involved multiple acts committed over an extended period of
time.

Neither mistake as to the complainant's age nor consent to the act by the complainant

is a defense.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective August 1, 2008, and applies to crimes

committed on or after that date.

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 2006, section 609.343, subdivision 1, is amended to read:

Subdivision 1. Crime defined. A person who engages in sexual contact with
another person is guilty of criminal sexual conduct in the second degree if any of the
following circumstances exists:

(a) the complainant is under 13 years of age and the actor is more than 36 months
older than the complainant. Neither mistake as to the complainant's age nor consent to the
act by the complainant is a defense. In a prosecution under this clause, the state is not
required to prove that the sexual contact was coerced;

(b) the complainant is at least 13 but less than 16 years of age and the actor is

more than 48 months older than the complainant and in a position of authority over the

Sec. 3. 3
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complainant. Neither mistake as to the complainant's age nor consent to the act by the
complainant is a defense;

(c) circumstances existing at the time of the act cause the complainant to have a
reasonable fear of imminent great bodily harm to the complainant or another;

(d) the actor is armed with a dangerous weapon or any article used or fashioned in a
manner to lead the complainant to reasonably believe it to be a dangerous weapon and
uses or threatens to use the dangerous weapon to cause the complainant to submit;

(e) the actor causes personal injury to the complainant, and either of the following
circumstances exist:

(1) the actor uses force or coercion to accomplish the sexual contact; or

(i1) the actor knows or has reason to know that the complainant is mentally impaired,
mentally incapacitated, or physically helpless;

(f) the actor is aided or abetted by one or more accomplices within the meaning of
section 609.05, and either of the following circumstances exists:

(1) the actor or an accomplice uses force or coercion to cause the complainant to
submit; or

(i1) an accomplice is armed with a dangerous weapon or any article used or fashioned
in a manner to lead the complainant to reasonably believe it to be a dangerous weapon and
uses or threatens to use the weapon or article to cause the complainant to submit;

(g) the actor has a significant relationship to the complainant and the complainant
was under 16 years of age at the time of the sexual contact. Neither mistake as to the
complainant's age nor consent to the act by the complainant is a defense; or

(h) the actor has a significant relationship to the complainant, the complainant was
under 16 years of age at the time of the sexual contact, and:

(1) the actor or an accomplice used force or coercion to accomplish the contact;

(i1) the complainant suffered personal injury; or

(ii1) the sexual abuse involved multiple acts committed over an extended period of
time.

Neither mistake as to the complainant's age nor consent to the act by the complainant

is a defense.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective August 1, 2008, and applies to crimes

committed on or after that date.

Sec. 3. 4



