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A bill for an act
relating to state government; licensing; state health care programs; continuing
care; children and family services; health reform; Department of Health;
public health; assessing administrative penalties; requiring reports; making
supplemental and contingent appropriations and reductions for the Departments
of Health and Human Services and other health-related boards and councils;
amending Minnesota Statutes 2008, sections 62D.08, by adding a subdivision;
62J.07, subdivision 2, by adding a subdivision; 62J.38; 62Q.19, subdivision 1;
62Q.76, subdivision 1; 62U.05; 119B.025, subdivision 1; 119B.09, subdivision 4;
119B.11, subdivision 1; 144.226, subdivision 3; 144.291, subdivision 2; 144.293,
subdivision 4; 144.651, subdivision 2; 144.9504, by adding a subdivision;
144A.51, subdivision 5; 144E.37; 214.40, subdivision 7; 245C.27, subdivision
2; 245C.28, subdivision 3; 254B.01, subdivision 2; 254B.02, subdivisions 1,
5; 254B.03, subdivision 4, by adding a subdivision; 254B.05, subdivision 4;
254B.06, subdivision 2; 254B.09, subdivision 8; 256.01, by adding a subdivision;
256.9657, subdivision 3; 256.969, subdivision 21; 256B.04, subdivision 14;
256B.055, by adding a subdivision; 256B.056, subdivision 4; 256B.057,
subdivision 9; 256B.0625, subdivisions 8, 8a, 8b, 18a, 22, 31, by adding
subdivisions; 256B.0631, subdivisions 1, 3; 256B.0644, as amended; 256B.0754,
by adding a subdivision; 256B.0915, subdivision 3b; 256B.19, subdivision Ic;
256B.69, subdivisions 20, as amended, 27, by adding subdivisions; 256B.692,
subdivision 1; 256B.75; 256B.76, subdivisions 2, 4, by adding a subdivision;
256D.03, subdivision 3b; 256D.0515; 2561.05, by adding a subdivision; 256J.20,
subdivision 3; 256J.24, subdivision 10; 256J.37, subdivision 3a; 256L.02,
subdivision 3; 256L.03, subdivision 3, by adding a subdivision; 256L.04,
subdivision 7; 256L.05, by adding a subdivision; 256L.07, subdivision 1, by
adding a subdivision; 256L..12, subdivisions 5, 6, 9; 256L.15, subdivision 1;
626.556, subdivision 10i; 626.557, subdivision 9d; Minnesota Statutes 2009
Supplement, sections 62J.495, subdivisions 1la, 3, by adding a subdivision;
157.16, subdivision 3; 245C.27, subdivision 1; 252.025, subdivision 7; 252.27,
subdivision 2a; 256.045, subdivision 3; 256.969, subdivision 3a; 256B.0625,
subdivisions 9, 13e; 256B.0653, subdivision 5; 256B.0911, subdivision 1a;
256B.0915, subdivision 3a; 256B.69, subdivisions 5a, 23; 256B.76, subdivision
1; 256B.766; 256D.03, subdivision 3, as amended; 256J.425, subdivision
3; 256L.03, subdivision 5; 256L.11, subdivision 1; 327.15, subdivision 3;
Laws 2005, First Special Session chapter 4, article 8, section 66, as amended;
Laws 2009, chapter 79, article 3, section 18; article 5, sections 17; 18; 22; 75,
subdivision 1; 78, subdivision 5; article 8, sections 2; 51; article 13, sections 3,
subdivisions 1, as amended, 3, as amended, 4, as amended, 8, as amended; 5,
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subdivision 8, as amended; Laws 2009, chapter 173, article 1, section 17; Laws
2010, chapter 200, article 1, sections 12, subdivisions 6, 7, 8; 13, subdivision
1b; 16; 21; article 2, section 2, subdivisions 1, 8; proposing coding for new law
in Minnesota Statutes, chapters 62A; 62D; 62E; 62J; 62Q; 144; 245; 254B;
256; 256B; repealing Minnesota Statutes 2008, sections 254B.02, subdivisions
2, 3, 4; 254B.09, subdivisions 4, 5, 7; 256D.03, subdivisions 3a, 3b, 5, 6, 7, 8;
Minnesota Statutes 2009 Supplement, section 256D.03, subdivision 3; Laws
2009, chapter 79, article 7, section 26, subdivision 3; Laws 2010, chapter 200,
article 1, sections 12, subdivisions 1, 2, 3, 4,5, 6,7, 8,9; 18; 19.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

ARTICLE 1
DHS LICENSING

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2009 Supplement, section 245C.27, subdivision 1, is

amended to read:

Subdivision 1. Fair hearing when-disqualification-is not-set-aside. tayH-the

(a) An individual who is disqualified on the basis of a preponderance of evidence that the

individual committed an act or acts that meet the definition of any of the crimes listed in
section 245C.15; for a determination under section 626.556 or 626.557 of substantiated
maltreatment that was serious or recurring under section 245C.15; or for failure to make
required reports under section 626.556, subdivision 3; or 626.557, subdivision 3, pursuant
to section 245C.15, subdivision 4, paragraph (b), clause (1), the individual may request

a fair hearing under section 256.045 following a reconsideration decision issued under

section 245C.23, unless the disqualification is deemed conclusive under section 245C.29.

(b) The fair hearing is the only administrative appeal of the final agency
determination for purposes of appeal by the disqualified individual. The disqualified
individual does not have the right to challenge the accuracy and completeness of data
under section 13.04.

(c) Except as provided under paragraph (e), if the individual was disqualified based
on a conviction of, admission to, or Alford Plea to any crimes listed in section 245C.15,
subdivisions 1 to 4, or for a disqualification under section 256.98, subdivision 8, the
reconsideration decision under section 245C.22 is the final agency determination for
purposes of appeal by the disqualified individual and is not subject to a hearing under
section 256.045. If the individual was disqualified based on a judicial determination, that
determination is treated the same as a conviction for purposes of appeal.

(d) This subdivision does not apply to a public employee's appeal of a disqualification

under section 245C.28, subdivision 3.

Article 1 Section 1. 2
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(e) Notwithstanding paragraph (c), if the commissioner does not set aside a
disqualification of an individual who was disqualified based on both a preponderance
of evidence and a conviction or admission, the individual may request a fair hearing
under section 256.045, unless the disqualifications are deemed conclusive under section
245C.29. The scope of the hearing conducted under section 256.045 with regard to the
disqualification based on a conviction or admission shall be limited solely to whether the
individual poses a risk of harm, according to section 256.045, subdivision 3b. In this case,
the reconsideration decision under section 245C.22 is not the final agency decision for

purposes of appeal by the disqualified individual.

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 2008, section 245C.27, subdivision 2, is amended to read:

Subd. 2. Consolidated fair hearing following a reconsideration decision. (a) If an

individual who is disqualified on the bases of serious or recurring maltreatment requests
a fair hearing on the maltreatment determination under section 626.556, subdivision
101, or 626.557, subdivision 9d, and requests a fair hearing under this section on the

disqualification;-whtehhasnotbeersetastde following a reconsideration decision under

section 245C.23, the scope of the fair hearing under section 256.045 shall include the

maltreatment determination and the disqualification.

(b) A fair hearing is the only administrative appeal of the final agency determination.
The disqualified individual does not have the right to challenge the accuracy and
completeness of data under section 13.04.

(c) This subdivision does not apply to a public employee's appeal of a disqualification

under section 245C.28, subdivision 3.

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 2008, section 245C.28, subdivision 3, is amended to read:
Subd. 3. Employees of public employer. (a) Hthecommisstonerdoesnotsctastde

the-dtsquattficattorrot-an A disqualified individual who is an employee of an employer,
as defined in section 179A.03, subdivision 15, the-tndtvidwal may request a contested

case hearing under chapter 14 following a reconsideration determination under section

245C.23, unless the disqualification is deemed conclusive under section 245C.29. The

request for a contested case hearing must be made in writing and must be postmarked and
sent within 30 calendar days after the employee receives notice that-the-disquattfreatiorr
hasnotbeetrsetastde of the reconsideration decision. If the individual was disqualified

based on a conviction or admission to any crimes listed in section 245C.15, the scope of
the contested case hearing shall be limited solely to whether the individual poses a risk of

harm pursuant to section 245C.22.

Article 1 Sec. 3. 3
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ts (b) When an

individual is disqualified based on a maltreatment determination, the scope of the contested

case hearing under paragraph (a) must include the maltreatment determination and the

disqualification. In such cases, a fair hearing must not be conducted under section 256.045.
(c) Rules adopted under this chapter may not preclude an employee in a contested
case hearing for a disqualification from submitting evidence concerning information
gathered under this chapter.
(d) When an individual has been disqualified from multiple licensed programs atre

_1f at least one of the

disqualifications entitles the person to a contested case hearing under this subdivision,
the scope of the contested case hearing shall include all disqualifications from licensed
programs whteh-werenot-set-astde.

(e) In determining whether the disqualification should be set aside, the administrative
law judge shall consider all of the characteristics that cause the individual to be disqualified
in order to determine whether the individual poses a risk of harm. The administrative law
judge's recommendation and the commissioner's order to set aside a disqualification that is
the subject of the hearing constitutes a determination that the individual does not pose a
risk of harm and that the individual may provide direct contact services in the individual

program specified in the set aside.

Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 2009 Supplement, section 256.045, subdivision 3, is
amended to read:

Subd. 3. State agency hearings. (a) State agency hearings are available for the
following:

(1) any person applying for, receiving or having received public assistance, medical
care, or a program of social services granted by the state agency or a county agency or
the federal Food Stamp Act whose application for assistance is denied, not acted upon
with reasonable promptness, or whose assistance is suspended, reduced, terminated, or
claimed to have been incorrectly paid;

(2) any patient or relative aggrieved by an order of the commissioner under section
252.27;

(3) a party aggrieved by a ruling of a prepaid health plan;

(4) except as provided under chapter 245C, any individual or facility determined by
a lead agency to have maltreated a vulnerable adult under section 626.557 after they have

exercised their right to administrative reconsideration under section 626.557;

Article 1 Sec. 4. 4
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(5) any person whose claim for foster care payment according to a placement of the
child resulting from a child protection assessment under section 626.556 is denied or not
acted upon with reasonable promptness, regardless of funding source;

(6) any person to whom a right of appeal according to this section is given by other
provision of law;

(7) an applicant aggrieved by an adverse decision to an application for a hardship
waiver under section 256B.15;

(8) an applicant aggrieved by an adverse decision to an application or redetermination
for a Medicare Part D prescription drug subsidy under section 256B.04, subdivision 4a;

(9) except as provided under chapter 245A, an individual or facility determined
to have maltreated a minor under section 626.556, after the individual or facility has
exercised the right to administrative reconsideration under section 626.556;

(10) except as provided under chapter 245C, an individual disqualified under sections

245C.14 and 245C.15, w

d following

a reconsideration decision under section 245C.23, on the basis of serious or recurring

maltreatment; a preponderance of the evidence that the individual has committed an act or
acts that meet the definition of any of the crimes listed in section 245C.15, subdivisions

1 to 4; or for failing to make reports required under section 626.556, subdivision 3, or
626.557, subdivision 3. Hearings regarding a maltreatment determination under clause (4)
or (9) and a disqualification under this clause in which the basis for a disqualification is
serious or recurring maltreatment, whteh-hasnot-beensetastde-under-seetions 245622

and245€23 and the individual remains disqualified following a reconsideration decision,

shall be consolidated into a single fair hearing. In such cases, the scope of review by
the human services referee shall include both the maltreatment determination and the
disqualification. The failure to exercise the right to an administrative reconsideration shall
not be a bar to a hearing under this section if federal law provides an individual the right to
a hearing to dispute a finding of maltreatment. Individuals and organizations specified in
this section may contest the specified action, decision, or final disposition before the state
agency by submitting a written request for a hearing to the state agency within 30 days
after receiving written notice of the action, decision, or final disposition, or within 90 days
of such written notice if the applicant, recipient, patient, or relative shows good cause why
the request was not submitted within the 30-day time limit; or

(11) any person with an outstanding debt resulting from receipt of public assistance,
medical care, or the federal Food Stamp Act who is contesting a setoff claim by the

Department of Human Services or a county agency. The scope of the appeal is the validity

Article 1 Sec. 4. 5
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of the claimant agency's intention to request a setoff of a refund under chapter 270A
against the debt.

(b) The hearing for an individual or facility under paragraph (a), clause (4), (9), or
(10), is the only administrative appeal to the final agency determination specifically,
including a challenge to the accuracy and completeness of data under section 13.04.
Hearings requested under paragraph (a), clause (4), apply only to incidents of maltreatment
that occur on or after October 1, 1995. Hearings requested by nursing assistants in nursing
homes alleged to have maltreated a resident prior to October 1, 1995, shall be held as a
contested case proceeding under the provisions of chapter 14. Hearings requested under
paragraph (a), clause (9), apply only to incidents of maltreatment that occur on or after
July 1, 1997. A hearing for an individual or facility under paragraph (a), clause (9), is
only available when there is no juvenile court or adult criminal action pending. If such
action is filed in either court while an administrative review is pending, the administrative
review must be suspended until the judicial actions are completed. If the juvenile court
action or criminal charge is dismissed or the criminal action overturned, the matter may be
considered in an administrative hearing.

(c) For purposes of this section, bargaining unit grievance procedures are not an
administrative appeal.

(d) The scope of hearings involving claims to foster care payments under paragraph
(a), clause (5), shall be limited to the issue of whether the county is legally responsible
for a child's placement under court order or voluntary placement agreement and, if so,
the correct amount of foster care payment to be made on the child's behalf and shall not
include review of the propriety of the county's child protection determination or child
placement decision.

(e) A vendor of medical care as defined in section 256B.02, subdivision 7, or a
vendor under contract with a county agency to provide social services is not a party and
may not request a hearing under this section, except if assisting a recipient as provided in
subdivision 4.

(f) An applicant or recipient is not entitled to receive social services beyond the
services prescribed under chapter 256M or other social services the person is eligible
for under state law.

(g) The commissioner may summarily affirm the county or state agency's proposed
action without a hearing when the sole issue is an automatic change due to a change in

state or federal law.

Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 2008, section 626.556, subdivision 101, is amended to read:

Article 1 Sec. 5. 6
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Subd. 10i. Administrative reconsideration; review panel. (a) Administrative
reconsideration is not applicable in family assessments since no determination concerning
maltreatment is made. For investigations, except as provided under paragraph (e), an
individual or facility that the commissioner of human services, a local social service
agency, or the commissioner of education determines has maltreated a child, an interested
person acting on behalf of the child, regardless of the determination, who contests
the investigating agency's final determination regarding maltreatment, may request the
investigating agency to reconsider its final determination regarding maltreatment. The
request for reconsideration must be submitted in writing to the investigating agency within
15 calendar days after receipt of notice of the final determination regarding maltreatment
or, if the request is made by an interested person who is not entitled to notice, within
15 days after receipt of the notice by the parent or guardian of the child. If mailed, the
request for reconsideration must be postmarked and sent to the investigating agency
within 15 calendar days of the individual's or facility's receipt of the final determination. If
the request for reconsideration is made by personal service, it must be received by the
investigating agency within 15 calendar days after the individual's or facility's receipt of the
final determination. Effective January 1, 2002, an individual who was determined to have
maltreated a child under this section and who was disqualified on the basis of serious or
recurring maltreatment under sections 245C.14 and 245C.15, may request reconsideration
of the maltreatment determination and the disqualification. The request for reconsideration
of the maltreatment determination and the disqualification must be submitted within 30
calendar days of the individual's receipt of the notice of disqualification under sections
245C.16 and 245C.17. If mailed, the request for reconsideration of the maltreatment
determination and the disqualification must be postmarked and sent to the investigating
agency within 30 calendar days of the individual's receipt of the maltreatment
determination and notice of disqualification. If the request for reconsideration is made by
personal service, it must be received by the investigating agency within 30 calendar days
after the individual's receipt of the notice of disqualification.

(b) Except as provided under paragraphs (e) and (f), if the investigating agency
denies the request or fails to act upon the request within 15 working days after receiving
the request for reconsideration, the person or facility entitled to a fair hearing under section
256.045 may submit to the commissioner of human services or the commissioner of
education a written request for a hearing under that section. Section 256.045 also governs
hearings requested to contest a final determination of the commissioner of education. For
reports involving maltreatment of a child in a facility, an interested person acting on behalf

of the child may request a review by the Child Maltreatment Review Panel under section

Article 1 Sec. 5. 7
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256.022 if the investigating agency denies the request or fails to act upon the request or
if the interested person contests a reconsidered determination. The investigating agency
shall notify persons who request reconsideration of their rights under this paragraph.
The request must be submitted in writing to the review panel and a copy sent to the
investigating agency within 30 calendar days of receipt of notice of a denial of a request
for reconsideration or of a reconsidered determination. The request must specifically
identify the aspects of the agency determination with which the person is dissatisfied.

(c) If, as a result of a reconsideration or review, the investigating agency changes
the final determination of maltreatment, that agency shall notify the parties specified in
subdivisions 10b, 10d, and 10f.

(d) Except as provided under paragraph (f), if an individual or facility contests the
investigating agency's final determination regarding maltreatment by requesting a fair
hearing under section 256.045, the commissioner of human services shall assure that the
hearing is conducted and a decision is reached within 90 days of receipt of the request for
a hearing. The time for action on the decision may be extended for as many days as the
hearing is postponed or the record is held open for the benefit of either party.

(e) EffteetrveFanuary+-2602; If an individual was disqualified under sections
245C.14 and 245C.15, on the basis of a determination of maltreatment, which was
serious or recurring, and the individual has requested reconsideration of the maltreatment
determination under paragraph (a) and requested reconsideration of the disqualification
under sections 245C.21 to 245C.27, reconsideration of the maltreatment determination and
reconsideration of the disqualification shall be consolidated into a single reconsideration.
If reconsideration of the maltreatment determination is denied or the disqualification is not
setastde rescinded under sections 245C.21 to 245C.27, the individual may request a fair
hearing under section 256.045. If an individual requests a fair hearing on the maltreatment
determination and the disqualification, the scope of the fair hearing shall include both the
maltreatment determination and the disqualification.

(f) EffeetrveFanuary1+-2002; If a maltreatment determination or a disqualification
based on serious or recurring maltreatment is the basis for a denial of a license under
section 245A.05 or a licensing sanction under section 245A.07, the license holder has the
right to a contested case hearing under chapter 14 and Minnesota Rules, parts 1400.8505
to 1400.8612. As provided for under section 245A.08, subdivision 2a, the scope of the
contested case hearing shall include the maltreatment determination, disqualification,
and licensing sanction or denial of a license. In such cases, a fair hearing regarding
the maltreatment determination and disqualification shall not be conducted under

section 256.045. Except for family child care and child foster care, reconsideration of a

Article 1 Sec. 5. 8
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maltreatment determination as provided under this subdivision, and reconsideration of a
disqualification as provided under section 245C.22, shall also not be conducted when:

(1) a denial of a license under section 245A.05 or a licensing sanction under section
245A.07, 1s based on a determination that the license holder is responsible for maltreatment
or the disqualification of a license holder based on serious or recurring maltreatment;

(2) the denial of a license or licensing sanction is issued at the same time as the
maltreatment determination or disqualification; and

(3) the license holder appeals the maltreatment determination or disqualification, and
denial of a license or licensing sanction.

Notwithstanding clauses (1) to (3), if the license holder appeals the maltreatment
determination or disqualification, but does not appeal the denial of a license or a licensing
sanction, reconsideration of the maltreatment determination shall be conducted under
sections 626.556, subdivision 101, and 626.557, subdivision 9d, and reconsideration of the
disqualification shall be conducted under section 245C.22. In such cases, a fair hearing
shall also be conducted as provided under sections 245C.27, 626.556, subdivision 10i, and
626.557, subdivision 9d.

If the disqualified subject is an individual other than the license holder and upon
whom a background study must be conducted under chapter 245C, the hearings of all
parties may be consolidated into a single contested case hearing upon consent of all parties
and the administrative law judge.

(g) For purposes of this subdivision, "interested person acting on behalf of the
child" means a parent or legal guardian; stepparent; grandparent; guardian ad litem; adult
stepbrother, stepsister, or sibling; or adult aunt or uncle; unless the person has been

determined to be the perpetrator of the maltreatment.

Sec. 6. Minnesota Statutes 2008, section 626.557, subdivision 9d, is amended to read:
Subd. 9d. Administrative reconsideration; review panel. (a) Except as provided

under paragraph (e), any individual or facility which a lead agency determines has
maltreated a vulnerable adult, or the vulnerable adult or an interested person acting on
behalf of the vulnerable adult, regardless of the lead agency's determination, who contests
the lead agency's final disposition of an allegation of maltreatment, may request the
lead agency to reconsider its final disposition. The request for reconsideration must be
submitted in writing to the lead agency within 15 calendar days after receipt of notice of
final disposition or, if the request is made by an interested person who is not entitled to
notice, within 15 days after receipt of the notice by the vulnerable adult or the vulnerable

adult's legal guardian. If mailed, the request for reconsideration must be postmarked and

Article 1 Sec. 6. 9
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sent to the lead agency within 15 calendar days of the individual's or facility's receipt of
the final disposition. If the request for reconsideration is made by personal service, it must
be received by the lead agency within 15 calendar days of the individual's or facility's
receipt of the final disposition. An individual who was determined to have maltreated a
vulnerable adult under this section and who was disqualified on the basis of serious or
recurring maltreatment under sections 245C.14 and 245C.15, may request reconsideration
of the maltreatment determination and the disqualification. The request for reconsideration
of the maltreatment determination and the disqualification must be submitted in writing
within 30 calendar days of the individual's receipt of the notice of disqualification

under sections 245C.16 and 245C.17. If mailed, the request for reconsideration of

the maltreatment determination and the disqualification must be postmarked and sent

to the lead agency within 30 calendar days of the individual's receipt of the notice of
disqualification. If the request for reconsideration is made by personal service, it must be
received by the lead agency within 30 calendar days after the individual's receipt of the
notice of disqualification.

(b) Except as provided under paragraphs (e) and (f), if the lead agency denies the
request or fails to act upon the request within 15 working days after receiving the request
for reconsideration, the person or facility entitled to a fair hearing under section 256.045,
may submit to the commissioner of human services a written request for a hearing
under that statute. The vulnerable adult, or an interested person acting on behalf of the
vulnerable adult, may request a review by the Vulnerable Adult Maltreatment Review
Panel under section 256.021 if the lead agency denies the request or fails to act upon the
request, or if the vulnerable adult or interested person contests a reconsidered disposition.
The lead agency shall notify persons who request reconsideration of their rights under this
paragraph. The request must be submitted in writing to the review panel and a copy sent
to the lead agency within 30 calendar days of receipt of notice of a denial of a request for
reconsideration or of a reconsidered disposition. The request must specifically identify the
aspects of the agency determination with which the person is dissatisfied.

(c) If, as a result of a reconsideration or review, the lead agency changes the final
disposition, it shall notify the parties specified in subdivision 9c, paragraph (d).

(d) For purposes of this subdivision, "interested person acting on behalf of the
vulnerable adult" means a person designated in writing by the vulnerable adult to act
on behalf of the vulnerable adult, or a legal guardian or conservator or other legal
representative, a proxy or health care agent appointed under chapter 145B or 145C,
or an individual who is related to the vulnerable adult, as defined in section 245A.02,

subdivision 13.
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(e) If an individual was disqualified under sections 245C.14 and 245C.15, on the
basis of a determination of maltreatment, which was serious or recurring, and the individual
has requested reconsideration of the maltreatment determination under paragraph (a) and
reconsideration of the disqualification under sections 245C.21 to 245C.27, reconsideration
of the maltreatment determination and requested reconsideration of the disqualification
shall be consolidated into a single reconsideration. If reconsideration of the maltreatment

determination is denied or+

24527 and the individual remains disqualified following a reconsideration decision, the

individual may request a fair hearing under section 256.045. If an individual requests a
fair hearing on the maltreatment determination and the disqualification, the scope of the
fair hearing shall include both the maltreatment determination and the disqualification.

(f) If a maltreatment determination or a disqualification based on serious or recurring
maltreatment is the basis for a denial of a license under section 245A.05 or a licensing
sanction under section 245A.07, the license holder has the right to a contested case hearing
under chapter 14 and Minnesota Rules, parts 1400.8505 to 1400.8612. As provided
for under section 245A.08, the scope of the contested case hearing must include the
maltreatment determination, disqualification, and licensing sanction or denial of a license.
In such cases, a fair hearing must not be conducted under section 256.045. Except for
family child care and child foster care, reconsideration of a maltreatment determination
under this subdivision, and reconsideration of a disqualification under section 245C.22,
must not be conducted when:

(1) a denial of a license under section 245A.05, or a licensing sanction under section
245A.07, 1s based on a determination that the license holder is responsible for maltreatment
or the disqualification of a license holder based on serious or recurring maltreatment;

(2) the denial of a license or licensing sanction is issued at the same time as the
maltreatment determination or disqualification; and

(3) the license holder appeals the maltreatment determination or disqualification, and
denial of a license or licensing sanction.

Notwithstanding clauses (1) to (3), if the license holder appeals the maltreatment
determination or disqualification, but does not appeal the denial of a license or a licensing
sanction, reconsideration of the maltreatment determination shall be conducted under
sections 626.556, subdivision 101, and 626.557, subdivision 9d, and reconsideration of the
disqualification shall be conducted under section 245C.22. In such cases, a fair hearing
shall also be conducted as provided under sections 245C.27, 626.556, subdivision 10i, and
626.557, subdivision 9d.
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If the disqualified subject is an individual other than the license holder and upon
whom a background study must be conducted under chapter 245C, the hearings of all
parties may be consolidated into a single contested case hearing upon consent of all parties
and the administrative law judge.

(g) Until August 1, 2002, an individual or facility that was determined by the
commissioner of human services or the commissioner of health to be responsible for
neglect under section 626.5572, subdivision 17, after October 1, 1995, and before August
1, 2001, that believes that the finding of neglect does not meet an amended definition of
neglect may request a reconsideration of the determination of neglect. The commissioner
of human services or the commissioner of health shall mail a notice to the last known
address of individuals who are eligible to seek this reconsideration. The request for
reconsideration must state how the established findings no longer meet the elements of
the definition of neglect. The commissioner shall review the request for reconsideration
and make a determination within 15 calendar days. The commissioner's decision on this
reconsideration is the final agency action.

(1) For purposes of compliance with the data destruction schedule under subdivision
12b, paragraph (d), when a finding of substantiated maltreatment has been changed as
a result of a reconsideration under this paragraph, the date of the original finding of a
substantiated maltreatment must be used to calculate the destruction date.

(2) For purposes of any background studies under chapter 245C, when a
determination of substantiated maltreatment has been changed as a result of a
reconsideration under this paragraph, any prior disqualification of the individual under
chapter 245C that was based on this determination of maltreatment shall be rescinded,
and for future background studies under chapter 245C the commissioner must not use the
previous determination of substantiated maltreatment as a basis for disqualification or as a
basis for referring the individual's maltreatment history to a health-related licensing board

under section 245C.31.

ARTICLE 2
HEALTH CARE

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2008, section 144.291, subdivision 2, 1s amended to read:
Subd. 2. Definitions. For the purposes of sections 144.291 to 144.298, the following
terms have the meanings given.
(a) "Group purchaser" has the meaning given in section 62J.03, subdivision 6.
(b) "Health information exchange" means a legal arrangement between health care

providers and group purchasers to enable and oversee the business and legal issues
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involved in the electronic exchange of health records between the entities for the delivery
of patient care.

(c) "Health record" means any information, whether oral or recorded in any form or
medium, that relates to the past, present, or future physical or mental health or condition of
a patient; the provision of health care to a patient; or the past, present, or future payment
for the provision of health care to a patient.

(d) "Identifying information" means the patient's name, address, date of birth,
gender, parent's or guardian's name regardless of the age of the patient, and other
nonclinical data which can be used to uniquely identify a patient.

(e) "Individually identifiable form" means a form in which the patient is or can be
identified as the subject of the health records.

(f) "Medical emergency" means medically necessary care which is immediately
needed to preserve life, prevent serious impairment to bodily functions, organs, or parts,
or prevent placing the physical or mental health of the patient in serious jeopardy.

(g) "Patient" means a natural person who has received health care services from a
provider for treatment or examination of a medical, psychiatric, or mental condition, the
surviving spouse and parents of a deceased patient, or a person the patient appoints in
writing as a representative, including a health care agent acting according to chapter 145C,
unless the authority of the agent has been limited by the principal in the principal's health
care directive. Except for minors who have received health care services under sections
144.341 to 144.347, in the case of a minor, patient includes a parent or guardian, or a
person acting as a parent or guardian in the absence of a parent or guardian.

(h) "Provider" means:

(1) any person who furnishes health care services and is regulated to furnish the
services under chapter 147, 147A, 147B, 147C, 147D, 148, 148B, 148C, 148D, 150A,
151, 153, or 153A;

(2) a home care provider licensed under section 144A.46;

(3) a health care facility licensed under this chapter or chapter 144A;

(4) a physician assistant registered under chapter 147A; and

(5) an unlicensed mental health practitioner regulated under sections 148B.60 to
148B.71.

(1) "Record locator service" means an electronic index of patient identifying
information that directs providers in a health information exchange to the location of
patient health records held by providers and group purchasers.

(j) "Related health care entity" means an affiliate, as defined in section 144.6521,

subdivision 3, paragraph (b), of the provider releasing the health records, including, but
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not limited to, affiliates of providers participating in a coordinated care delivery system
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