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1.1 A bill for an act

12 relating to elections; requiring voters to provide picture identification before

1.3 receiving a ballot; providing for the issuance of identification cards at no

1.4 charge; establishing a procedure for provisional balloting; specifying other

1.5 election administration procedures; requiring use of electronic polling place

1.6 rosters; enacting procedures related to recounts; appropriating money; amending
1.7 Minnesota Statutes 2010, sections 135A.17, subdivision 2; 200.02, by adding
1.8 a subdivision; 201.021; 201.022, subdivision 1; 201.061, subdivisions 3, 7;

1.9 201.071, subdivision 3; 201.081; 201.091, subdivision 4; 201.121, subdivisions
1.10 1, 3; 201.171; 201.221, subdivision 3; 203B.06, subdivision 5; 203B.121,

1.11 subdivision 1; 204B.14, subdivision 2; 204B.40; 204C.10; 204C.12, subdivisions
1.12 3, 4; 204C.14; 204C.15, subdivision 1; 204C.20, subdivisions 1, 2, 4, by adding
1.13 a subdivision; 204C.23; 204C.24, subdivision 1; 204C.38; 204D.24, subdivision
1.14 2; 206.86, subdivisions 1, 2; 209.021, subdivision 1; 209.06, subdivision 1;

1.15 211B.11, subdivision 1; proposing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes,
1.16 chapters 200; 201; 204C; proposing coding for new law as Minnesota Statutes,
1.17 chapters 204E; 206A; repealing Minnesota Statutes 2010, sections 204B.36,

1.18 subdivision 5; 204C.34; 204C.35; 204C.36; 204C.361; Minnesota Rules,

1.19 parts 8235.0200; 8235.0300; 8235.0400; 8235.0600; 8235.0700; 8235.0800;
1.20 8235.1100; 8235.1200.

1.21 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

1.22 ARTICLE 1

1.23 VOTER REGISTRATION, PHOTO IDENTIFICATION, AND

1.24 PROVISIONAL BALLOTING

1.25 Section 1. [200.035] DOCUMENTATION OF IDENTITY AND RESIDENCE.
1.26 The following documents are sufficient proof of identity and residence for purposes

1.27 of election day voter registration under section 201.061, subdivision 3, and for determining

1.28 whether to count a provisional ballot under section 204C.135, subdivision 2:

Article 1 Section 1. 1
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(1) a current, valid driver's license or identification card issued to the voter by the

Department of Public Safety that contains the voter's current address of residence in the

precinct;

(2) an identification card issued to the voter by the tribal government of a tribe

recognized by the Bureau of Indian Affairs that contains a photograph of the voter, the

voter's current address of residence in the precinct, and all other items of data contained on

a Minnesota identification card, as provided in section 171.07, subdivision 3;

(3) an original receipt issued to the voter by the Department of Public Safety for a

new, renewed, or updated driver's license or identification card that contains the voter's

current address of residence in the precinct along with one of the following documents,

provided that it contains a photograph of the voter:

(1) a driver's license or identification card that is expired, invalidated, or does

not contain the voter's current address of residence, issued to the voter by the state of

Minnesota or any other state or territory of the United States;

(i1) a United States passport, issued to the voter;

(i11) an identification card issued by a branch, department, agency, entity, or

subdivision of Minnesota or the federal government;

(1v) an identification card issued by an accredited postsecondary institution with

a campus located within Minnesota, if a list of students from that institution has been

prepared under section 135A.17 and certified to the county auditor in the manner provided

in rules of the secretary of state; or

(v) an identification card issued to the voter by the tribal government of a tribe

recognized by the Bureau of Indian Affairs; or

(4) if the voter is a student, a driver's license or identification card issued by

Minnesota or any other state or territory of the United States that does not contain

the voter's current address of residence, along with a current student fee statement that

contains the student's valid address of residence in the precinct.

Sec. 2. [201.017] STATE-SUBSIDIZED IDENTIFICATION.

Subdivision 1. Issuance of identification cards. (a) The Department of Public

Safety shall provide a Minnesota identification card as described in section 171.07,

subdivision 3, to any applicant who is eligible to vote in Minnesota and who does not

possess a valid Minnesota driver's license or state identification card. The department

may not require the applicant to pay a fee for issuance of an identification card under

this section. A state-subsidized identification card may only be applied for at a driver's

licensing facility operated by the Division of Driver and Vehicle Services.

Article 1 Sec. 2. 2
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(b) Upon application for a state-subsidized identification card, including upon

application for a renewal, duplicate card, or when a new card is required as a result of

a change of address, an applicant must present verification that the applicant is at least

18 years of age, is a citizen of the United States, and will have maintained residence in

Minnesota for at least 20 days immediately preceding the next election.

Subd. 2. State-subsidized identification card account. A state-subsidized

identification card account is established in the special revenue fund. Money in the

account shall be appropriated by law to the Department of Public Safety for purposes of

providing state-subsidized identification cards to individuals qualifying under this section.

The commissioner of public safety must report to the legislature at least monthly on

expenditure of funds from this account.

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 201.061, subdivision 3, is amended to read:
Subd. 3. Election day registration. (a) An individual who is eligible to vote may
register on election day by appearing in person at the polling place for the precinct in
which the individual maintains residence, by completing a registration application, making
an oath in the form prescribed by the secretary of state and providing proof of identity and
residence. An individual may prove identity and residence for purposes of registering by+

presenting documentation as permitted by section 200.035.

Article 1 Sec. 3. 3
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tey (b) A county, school district, or municipality fray must require that an election

judge responsible for election day registration tatttat sign each completed registration

application.

Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 204C.10, is amended to read:

204C.10 PERMANENT REGISTRATION; VERIFICATION OF
REGISTRATION.

Subdivision 1. Polling place roster. (a) An individual seeking to vote shall sign a

polling place roster which states that the individual is at least 18 years of age, a citizen
of the United States, has resided in Minnesota for 20 days immediately preceding the
election, maintains residence at the address shown, is not under a guardianship in which
the court order revokes the individual's right to vote, has not been found by a court of
law to be legally incompetent to vote or has the right to vote because, if the individual
was convicted of a felony, the felony sentence has expired or been completed or the
individual has been discharged from the sentence, is registered and has not already voted
in the election. The roster must also state: "I understand that deliberately providing false
information is a felony punishable by not more than five years imprisonment and a fine of
not more than $10,000, or both."

(b) Aytrdgemay; Before the applicant signs the roster, a judge must: (1) require the

voter to present a photo identification document, as described in subdivision 2; and (2)

confirm the applicant's name, address, and date of birth._A voter who cannot produce

sufficient identification as required by subdivision 2 may not sign the polling place roster,

but may cast a provisional ballot, as provided in section 204C.135.

(c) After the applicant signs the roster, the judge shall give the applicant a voter's
receipt. The voter shall deliver the voter's receipt to the judge in charge of ballots as proof
of the voter's right to vote, and thereupon the judge shall hand to the voter the ballot. The

voters' receipts must be maintained during-the-time-fornotree-of filinganclectiotreontest

for 36 months following the date of the election.

Subd. 2. Photo identification. To satisfy the photo identification requirement in

subdivision 1, a voter must present a valid form of one of the following documents or sets

of documents, issued to the voter:

(1) a Minnesota driver's license or identification card that contains the voter's current

address of residence in the precinct, issued under section 171.07 or 201.017;

Article 1 Sec. 4. 5
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(2)(1) an original receipt for a new, renewed, or updated driver's license or

identification card issued under section 171.07 or 201.017 that contains the voter's current

address of residence in the precinct; and

(11) a driver's license or identification card that is expired, invalidated, or does not

contain the voter's current address of residence in the precinct, issued to the voter by the

state of Minnesota or any other state or territory of the United States; or

(3) an identification card issued by the tribal government of a tribe recognized by

the Bureau of Indian Affairs that contains a photograph of the voter, the voter's current

address of residence in the precinct, and all other items of data contained on a Minnesota

identification card, as provided in section 171.07, subdivision 3.

Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 204C.12, subdivision 3, is amended to read:
Subd. 3. Determination of residence. In determining the legal residence of a
challenged individual, the election judges shall be governed by the principles contained in
section 200.031. If the challenged individual's answers to the questions show ineligibility

to vote in that precinct, the individual shall not be allowed to vote. If the individual has
marked ballots but not yet deposited them in the ballot boxes before the election judges
determine ineligibility to vote in that precinct, the marked ballots shall be placed wnopened
with the spoiled ballots. If the answers to the questions fail to show that the individual is
not eligible to vote in that precinct and the challenge is not withdrawn, the election judges

shall

aHowed-to—vote permit the voter to cast a provisional ballot, in the manner provided in

section 204C.135.

Sec. 6. [204C.135] PROVISIONAL BALLOTS.

Subdivision 1. Casting of provisional ballots. (a) The following voters seeking to

vote are entitled to cast a provisional ballot in the manner provided by this section:

(1) a voter who is unable to provide proper photo identification as required by

section 204C.10;

(2) a voter whose registration status is listed as "challenged" on the polling place

roster; and

(3) a voter whose eligibility to vote is challenged as permitted by section 204C.12.

(b) A voter seeking to vote a provisional ballot must sign a provisional ballot roster

and complete a provisional ballot envelope. The envelope must contain a space for the

voter to list the voter's name, address of residence, date of birth, voter identification

Article 1 Sec. 6. 6
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number, and any other information prescribed by the secretary of state. The voter must

also swear or affirm, in writing, that the voter is eligible to vote, has not voted previously

in the same election, and meets the criteria for registering to vote in the precinct in which

the voter appears.

Once the voter has completed the provisional ballot envelope, the voter must be

allowed to cast a provisional ballot. The provisional ballot must be in the same form

as the official ballot available in the precinct on election day. A completed provisional

ballot shall be sealed in a secrecy envelope. The secrecy envelope shall be sealed inside

the voter's provisional ballot envelope and deposited by the voter in a secure, sealed

provisional ballot box. Completed provisional ballots may not be combined with other

voted ballots in the polling place.

(¢) The form of the secrecy and provisional ballot envelopes shall be prescribed by

the secretary of state. The provisional ballot envelope must be a color other than that

provided for absentee ballot envelopes and must be prominently labeled "Provisional

Ballot Envelope."

(d) Provisional ballots and related documentation shall be delivered to and securely

maintained by the county auditor or municipal clerk in the same manner as required for

other election materials under sections 204C.27 to 204C.28.

Subd. 2. Counting provisional ballots. (a) A voter who casts a provisional ballot in

the polling place may personally appear before the county auditor or municipal clerk no

later than seven calendar days following the election to prove that the voter's provisional

ballot should be counted. The county auditor or municipal clerk must count a provisional

ballot in the final certified results from the precinct if:

(1) the statewide voter registration system indicates that the voter is eligible to vote

or, if challenged, the voter presents evidence of the voter's eligibility to vote; and

(2) the voter presents proof of identity and residence in the precinct in the manner

permitted by section 200.035.

(b) If a voter does not appear before the county auditor or municipal clerk within

seven calendar days following the election or otherwise does not satisfy the requirements

of paragraph (a), or if the data listed on the items of identification presented by the voter

does not match the data submitted by the voter on the provisional ballot envelope, the

voter's provisional ballot must not be counted.

(c) The county auditor or municipal clerk must notify, in writing, any provisional

voter who does not appear within seven calendar days of the election that their provisional

ballot was not counted because of the voter's failure to appear before the county auditor or

Article 1 Sec. 6. 7
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municipal clerk within the time permitted by law to determine whether the provisional

ballot should be counted.

Subd. 3. Provisional ballots; reconciliation. Prior to counting any provisional

ballots in the final vote totals from a precinct, the county auditor must verify that the

number of signatures appearing on the provisional ballot roster from that precinct is equal

to or greater than the number of accepted provisional ballots submitted by voters in the

precinct on election day. Any discrepancy must be resolved before the provisional ballots

from the precinct may be counted. Excess provisional ballots to be counted must be

randomly withdrawn in the manner required by section 204C.20, subdivision 2, after the

period for a voter to appear to prove residence and identity has expired and the ballots to

be counted have been separated from the provisional ballot envelopes.

Sec. 7. Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 204C.14, is amended to read:

204C.14 UNLAWFUL VOTING; PENALTY.
No individual shall intentionally:
(a) misrepresent the individual's identity in applying for a ballot, depositing a ballot

in a ballot box, requesting a provisional ballot or requesting that a provisional ballot be

counted, or attempting to vote by means of a voting machine or electronic voting system;
(b) vote more than once at the same election;
(c) put a ballot in a ballot box for any illegal purpose;
(d) give more than one ballot of the same kind and color to an election judge to
be placed in a ballot box;
(e) aid, abet, counsel or procure another to go into any precinct for the purpose
of voting in that precinct, knowing that the other individual is not eligible to vote in
that precinct; or
(f) aid, abet, counsel or procure another to do any act in violation of this section.

A violation of this section is a felony.

Sec. 8. APPROPRIATION.

$....... is appropriated for fiscal years 2012 and 2013 to the state-subsidized

identification card account for purposes of providing state-subsidized identification cards

to individuals qualifying under Minnesota Statutes, section 201.017.

Sec. 9. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This article is effective June 1, 2012, and applies to elections held on or after that

date.

Article 1 Sec. 9. 8
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ARTICLE 2
ELECTION ADMINISTRATION AND INTEGRITY

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 135A.17, subdivision 2, is amended to
read:

Subd. 2. Residential housing list. All postsecondary institutions that enroll students
accepting state or federal financial aid may prepare a current list of students enrolled in the
institution and residing in the institution's housing or within ten miles of the institution's
campus. The list shall include each student's current address. The list shall be certified and

sent to the appropriate county auditor or auditors, in an electronic format approved by the

secretary of state, for use in election day registration as provided under section 201.061,

subdivision 3. A residential housing list provided under this subdivision may not be used

or disseminated by a county auditor or the secretary of state for any other purpose.

Sec. 2. [200.05] RULES; LEGISLATIVE APPROVAL REQUIRED.

Any administrative rule authorized by the Minnesota Election Law and promulgated

by the secretary of state shall not take effect until the rule has been enacted into law by the

legislature and approved by the governor.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment,

and applies to rules adopted before, on, or after that date.

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 201.021, is amended to read:

201.021 PERMANENT REGISTRATION SYSTEM.

A permanent system of voter registration by county is established, with a single,
official, centralized, interactive computerized statewide voter registration list defined,
maintained, and administered at the state level that contains the name and registration
information of every legally registered voter in the state, and assigns a unique identifier

to each legally registered voter in the state. The unique identifier shall be permanently

assigned to the voter and may not be changed or reassiegned to another voter. The

interactive computerized statewide voter registration list constitutes the official list of every
legally registered voter in the state. The county auditor shall be chief registrar of voters
and the chief custodian of the official registration records in each county. The secretary of

state is responsible for defining, maintaining, and administering the centralized system.

Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 201.022, subdivision 1, is amended to read:

Article 2 Sec. 4. 9
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Subdivision 1. Establishment. The secretary of state shall maintain a statewide
voter registration system to facilitate voter registration and to provide a central database
containing voter registration information from around the state. The system must be
accessible to the county auditor of each county in the state. The system must also:

(1) provide for voters to submit their voter registration applications to any county
auditor, the secretary of state, or the Department of Public Safety;

(2) provide for the definition, establishment, and maintenance of a central database
for all voter registration information;

(3) provide for entering data into the statewide registration system;

(4) provide for electronic transfer of completed voter registration applications from
the Department of Public Safety to the secretary of state or the county auditor;

(5) assign a unique, permanent identifier to each legally registered voter in the state;

(6) provide for the acceptance of the Minnesota driver's license number, Minnesota
state identification number, and last four digits of the Social Security number for each
voter record;

(7) coordinate with other agency databases within the state;

(8) allow county auditors and the secretary of state to add or modify information in
the system to provide for accurate and up-to-date records;

(9) allow county auditors, municipal and school district clerks, and the secretary
of state to have electronic access to the statewide registration system for review and
search capabilities;

(10) provide security and protection of all information in the statewide registration
system and ensure that unauthorized access is not allowed;

(11) provide access to municipal clerks to use the system;

(12) provide a system for each county to identify the precinct to which a voter
should be assigned for voting purposes;

(13) provide daily reports accessible by county auditors on the driver's license
numbers, state identification numbers, or last four digits of the Social Security numbers
submitted on voter registration applications that have been verified as accurate by the
secretary of state; and

(14) provide reports on the number of absentee ballots transmitted to and returned
and cast by voters under section 203B.16.

The appropriate state or local official shall provide security measures to prevent

unauthorized access to the computerized list established under section 201.021.

Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 201.061, subdivision 7, is amended to read:

Article 2 Sec. 5. 10
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Subd. 7. Record of attempted registrations. The election judge responsible for
election day registration shall attemptte keep a record of the number of individuals who
attempt to register on election day but who cannot provide proof of residence as required
by this section. The record shall be forwarded to the county auditor with the election

returns for that precinct.

Sec. 6. Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 201.071, subdivision 3, is amended to read:
Subd. 3. Deficient registration. No voter registration application is deficient if it
contains the voter's name, address, date of birth, current and valid Minnesota driver's
license number or Minnesota state identification number, or if the voter has no current and
valid Minnesota driver's license or Minnesota state identification number, the last four
digits of the voter's Social Security number, if the voter has been issued a Social Security
number, prior registration, if any, and signature. The absence of a zip code number does

not cause the registration to be deficient. Fatlure-to-cheekaboxomranappheatrontorm

Tata- votrCrnas—CracatooctracaoCs ot CatsC ncregrstraton ii‘i""‘

election judges shall request an individual to correct a voter registration application if it is
deficient or illegible. No eligible voter may be prevented from voting unless the voter's
registration application is deficient or the voter is duly and successfully challenged in
accordance with section 201.195 or 204C.12.

A voter registration application accepted prior to August 1, 1983, is not deficient for
lack of date of birth. The county or municipality may shall attempt to obtain the date of

birth for a voter registration application accepted prior to August 1, 1983, by a request to

the voter 3

A voter registration application accepted before January 1, 2004, is not deficient for
lack of a valid Minnesota driver's license or state identification number or the last four
digits of a Social Security number. A voter registration application submitted by a voter
who does not have a Minnesota driver's license or state identification number, or a Social

Security number, is not deficient for lack of any of these numbers.

Sec. 7. Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 201.081, is amended to read:

201.081 REGISTRATION FILES.

The statewide registration system is the official record of registered voters. The voter
registration applications and the terminal providing access to the statewide registration
system must be under the control of the county auditor or the public official to whom the

county auditor has delegated the responsibility for maintaining voter registration records.

Article 2 Sec. 7. 11
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The voter registration applications and terminals providing access to the statewide
registration system must not be removed from the control of the county auditor except
as provided in this section. The county auditor may make photographic copies of voter
registration applications in the manner provided by section 138.17.

A properly completed voter registration application that has been submitted to the
secretary of state or a county auditor must be maintained by the secretary of state or
the county auditor for at least 22 36 months after the date that the information on the
application is entered into the database of the statewide registration system. The secretary
of state or the county auditor may dispose of the applications after retention for 22 36

months in the manner provided by section 138.17.

Sec. 8. Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 201.091, subdivision 4, is amended to read:

Subd. 4. Public information lists. The county auditor shall make available for
inspection a public information list which must contain the name, address, year of birth,
and voting history of each registered voter in the county. The telephone number must be
included on the list if provided by the voter. The public information list may also include
information on voting districts. The county auditor may adopt reasonable rules governing
access to the list. No individual inspecting the public information list shall tamper with
or alter it in any manner. No individual who inspects the public information list or who
acquires a list of registered voters prepared from the public information list may use any
information contained in the list for purposes unrelated to elections, political activities, or
law enforcement. The secretary of state may provide copies of the public information lists
and other information from the statewide registration system for uses related to elections,
political activities, or in response to a law enforcement inquiry from a public official
concerning a failure to comply with any criminal statute or any state or local tax statute.

Before inspecting the public information list or obtaining a list of voters or other
information from the list, the individual shall provide identification to the public official
having custody of the public information list and shall state in writing that any information
obtained from the list will not be used for purposes unrelated to elections, political
activities, or law enforcement. Requests to examine or obtain information from the public
information lists or the statewide registration system must be made and processed in the
manner provided in the rules of the secretary of state.

Upon receipt of a statement signed by the voter that withholding the voter's name
from the public information list is required for the safety of the voter or the voter's family,
the secretary of state and county auditor must withhold from the public information list the

name and address of a registered voter. In place of a withheld voter's name and address,
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the public information list must state: "voter's name and address withheld by request.”" The

public information list must still include the voting history, city, and precinct of a voter

whose name and address are withheld from the list.

Sec. 9. Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 201.121, subdivision 1, is amended to read:
Subdivision 1. Entry of registration information. (a) At the time a voter
registration application is properly completed, submitted, and received in accordance with
sections 201.061 and 201.071, the county auditor shall enter the information contained on
it into the statewide registration system. Voter registration applications completed before
election day must be entered into the statewide registration system within ten days after
they have been submitted to the county auditor. Voter registration applications completed

on election day must be entered into the statewide registration system within 42 days after

the election;unless

(b) Upon receiving a completed voter registration application, the secretary of state
may electronically transmit the information on the application to the appropriate county
auditor as soon as possible for review by the county auditor before final entry into the
statewide registration system. The secretary of state may mail the voter registration
application to the county auditor.

(c) Within ten days after the county auditor has entered information from a voter
registration application into the statewide registration system, the secretary of state shall
compare the voter's name, date of birth, and driver's license number, state identification
number, or the last four digits of the Social Security number with the same information
contained in the Department of Public Safety database.

(d) The secretary of state shall provide a report to the county auditor on a weekly
basis that includes a list of voters whose name, date of birth, or identification number have
been compared with the same information in the Department of Public Safety database
and cannot be verified as provided in this subdivision. The report must list separately
those voters who have submitted a voter registration application by mail and have not
voted in a federal election in this state.

(e) The county auditor shall compile a list of voters for whom the county auditor
and the secretary of state are unable to conclude that information on the voter registration
application and the corresponding information in the Department of Public Safety database
relate to the same person.

(f) The county auditor shall send a notice of incomplete registration to any voter

whose name appears on the list and change the voter's status to "incomplete." A voter who
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receives a notice of incomplete registration from the county auditor may either provide
the information required to complete the registration at least 21 days before the next

election or at the polling place on election day.

Sec. 10. Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 201.121, subdivision 3, is amended to read:
Subd. 3. Postelection sampling. Within ten days after an election, the county
auditor shall send the notice required by subdivision 2 to a random sampling of the
individuals registered on election day. The random sampling shall be determined in
accordance with the rules of the secretary of state. As soon as practicable after the

election, but no later than January 1 of the following year, the county auditor shall mail

the notice required by subdivision 2 to all other individuals registered on election day.

If a notice is returned as not deliverable, the county auditor shall attempt to determine
the reason for the return. A county auditor who does not receive or obtain satisfactory
proof of an individual's eligibility to vote shall immediately notify the county attorney of
all of the relevant information and the secretary of state of the numbers by precinct. By
March 1 of every odd-numbered year, the secretary of state shall report to the chair and
ranking minority members of the legislative committees with jurisdiction over elections
the number of notices reported under this subdivision to the secretary of state for the

previous state general election by county and precinct.

Sec. 11. Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 201.171, is amended to read:

201.171 POSTING VOTING HISTORY; FAILURE TO VOTE;
REGISTRATION REMOVED.

Within six weeks after every election, the county auditor shall post the voting
history for every person who voted in the election. After the close of the calendar year, the
secretary of state shall determine if any registrants have not voted during the preceding
four years. The secretary of state shall perform list maintenance by changing the status of
those registrants to "inactive" in the statewide registration system. The list maintenance
performed must be conducted in a manner that ensures that the name of each registered
voter appears in the official list of eligible voters in the statewide registration system.

A voter must not be removed from the official list of eligible voters unless the voter is
not eligible or is not registered to vote. List maintenance must include procedures for
eliminating duplicate names from the official list of eligible voters.

The secretary of state shall also prepare a report to the county auditor containing the

names of all registrants whose status was changed to "inactive."
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Registrants whose status was changed to "inactive" must register in the manner
specified in section 201.054 before voting in any primary, special primary, general, school
district, or special election, as required by section 201.018.

Although not counted in an election, a late or rejected absentee or mail ballot must
be considered a vote for the purpose of continuing registration under this section, but is
not considered voting history fer

o 20109 —subdivistons.

Sec. 12. Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 201.221, subdivision 3, is amended to read:
Subd. 3. Procedures for polling place rosters. The secretary of state shall
prescribe the form of polling place rosters that include the voter's name, address, date of

birth, school district number, and space for the voter's signature. The secretary of state
may prescribe additional election-related information to be placed on the polling place
rosters on an experimental basis for one state primary and general election cycle; the same
information may not be placed on the polling place roster for a second state primary and
general election cycle unless specified in this subdivision. The polling place roster must
be used to indicate whether the voter has voted in a given election. The secretary of state
shall prescribe procedures for transporting the polling place rosters to the election judges
for use on election day. The secretary of state shall prescribe the form for a county or
municipality to request the date of birth from currently registered voters. The county or
municipality shall not request the date of birth from currently registered voters by any
communication other than the prescribed form and the form must clearly indicate that a
currently registered voter does not lose registration status by failing to provide the date of
birth. In accordance with section 204B.40, the county auditor shall retain the prescribed

polling place rosters used on the date of election for 22 36 months following the election.

Sec. 13. Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 203B.06, subdivision 5, is amended to read:
Subd. 5. Preservation of records. An application for absentee ballots shall be
dated by the county auditor or municipal clerk when it is received and shall be initialed
when absentee ballots are mailed or delivered to the applicant. All applications shall be

preserved by the county auditor or municipal clerk for 22 36 months.

Sec. 14. Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 203B.121, subdivision 1, is amended to read:
Subdivision 1. Establishment; applicable laws. (a) The governing body of each
county, municipality, and school district with responsibility to accept and reject absentee

ballots must, by ordinance or resolution, establish a ballot board. The board must consist
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of a sufficient number of election judges trained in the handling of absentee ballots and
appointed as provided in sections 204B.19 to 204B.22. The board may include staff
trained as election judges.

(b) Each jurisdiction must pay a reasonable compensation to each member of that
jurisdiction's ballot board for services rendered during an election.

(c) A ballot board may only meet to perform its duties under this chapter during the

period in which completed absentee ballots are accepted for an election. The time and

place of each meeting must be scheduled, announced, and posted on the Web site of

the governing body of the county, municipality, or school district at least 14 days prior

to convening the first meeting of the ballot board for an election. Meetings of the ballot

board must be convened every business day, at the same time and in the same location.

The ballot board must also meet on any day during which the county or municipal offices

are open for the purposes of conducting election business prior to an election. A ballot

board may not meet except during regularly scheduled meetings announced and posted as

required by this paragraph.

tey (d) Except as otherwise provided by this section, all provisions of the Minnesota

Election Law apply to a ballot board.

Sec. 15. Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 204B .40, is amended to read:

204B.40 BALLOTS; ELECTION RECORDS AND OTHER MATERIALS;
DISPOSITION; INSPECTION OF BALLOTS.

The county auditors, municipal clerks, and school district clerks shall retain all
election materials returned to them after any election for at least 22 36 months from
the date of that election. All election materials involved in a contested election must be
retained for 22 36 months or until the contest has been finally determined, whichever is
later. Abstracts filed by canvassing boards shall be retained permanently by any officer
with whom those abstracts are filed. Election materials no longer required to be retained
pursuant to this section shall be disposed of in accordance with sections 138.163 to 138.21.
Sealed envelopes containing voted ballots must be retained unopened, except as provided
in this section, in a secure location. The county auditor, municipal clerk, or school district
clerk shall not permit any voted ballots to be tampered with or defaced.

After the time for filing a notice of contest for an election has passed, the secretary
of state may, for the purpose of monitoring and evaluating election procedures: (1)
open the sealed ballot envelopes and inspect the ballots for that election maintained by
the county auditors, municipal clerks, or school district clerks; (2) inspect the polling

place rosters and completed voter registration applications; or (3) examine other forms
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required in the Minnesota election laws for use in the polling place. No inspected ballot or
document may be marked or identified in any manner. After inspection, all ballots must be
returned to the ballot envelope and the ballot envelope must be securely resealed. Any

other election materials inspected or examined must be secured or resealed. No-pothng

Sec. 16. Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 204C.15, subdivision 1, is amended to read:

Subdivision 1. Physical assistance in marking ballots. A voter who claims a
need for assistance because of inability to read English or physical inability to mark
a ballot may obtain the aid of two election judges who are members of different major
political parties. The election judges shall mark the ballots as directed by the voter and in
as secret a manner as circumstances permit. If the voter is deaf or cannot speak English or
understand it when it is spoken, the election judges may select two individuals who are
members of different major political parties to provide assistance. The individuals shall
assist the voter in marking the ballots. A voter in need of assistance may alternatively
obtain the assistance of any individual the voter chooses. Only the following persons may
not provide assistance to a voter: the voter's employer, an agent of the voter's employer, an

officer or agent of the voter's union, the voter's court-appointed guardian or conservator,

any paid individual providing health care or health-related personal assistance to the voter,

or a candidate for election. The person who assists the voter shall, unaccompanied by an
election judge, retire with that voter to a booth and mark the ballot as directed by the voter.
No person who assists another voter as provided in the preceding sentence shall mark the
ballots of more than three voters at one election. Before the ballots are deposited, the
voter may show them privately to an election judge to ascertain that they are marked as
the voter directed. An election judge or other individual assisting a voter shall not in any
manner request, persuade, induce, or attempt to persuade or induce the voter to vote for
any particular political party or candidate. The election judges or other individuals who
assist the voter shall not reveal to anyone the name of any candidate for whom the voter

has voted or anything that took place while assisting the voter.

Sec. 17. Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 204C.20, subdivision 1, is amended to read:

Subdivision 1. Determination of proper number. The election judges shall

determine the number of ballots to be counted by addmg-the-ntmber-of retarnenvelopes
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ntmber-of namesentered-rthe-electtonregister counting the number of original voter

signatures contained in the polling place roster, or on voter's receipts generated from an

electronic roster. The election judges may not count the number of voter receipts collected

in the precinct as a substitute for counting original voter signatures unless the voter

receipts contain the name, voter identification number, and signature of the voter to whom

the receipt was issued. The election judges shall then remove all the ballots from the box.

Without considering how the ballots are marked, the election judges shall ascertain that
each ballot is separate and shall count them to determine whether the number of ballots in

the box corresponds with the number of ballots to be counted.

Sec. 18. Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 204C.20, subdivision 2, is amended to read:
Subd. 2. Excess ballots. If two or more ballots are found folded together like

a single ballot, the election judges shall lay them aside until all the ballots in the box
have been counted. If it is evident from the number of ballots to be counted that the
ballots folded together were cast by one voter, the election judges shall preserve but not
count them. If the number of ballots in one box exceeds the number to be counted, the
election judges shall examine all the ballots in the box to ascertain that all are properly
marked with the initials of the election judges. If any ballots are not properly marked with
the initials of the election judges, the election judges shall preserve but not count them;
however, if the number of ballots does not exceed the number to be counted, the absence
of either or both sets of initials of the election judges does not, by itself, disqualify the
vote from being counted afrd-msttrot but may be the basis of a challenge in a recount.
If there is still an excess of properly marked ballots, the election judges shall replace
them in the box, and one election judge, without looking, shall withdraw from the box
a number of ballots equal to the excess. The withdrawn ballots shall not be counted but

shall be preserved as provided in subdivision 4.

Sec. 19. Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 204C.20, subdivision 4, is amended to read:
Subd. 4. Ballots not counted; disposition. When the final count of ballots agrees

with the number of ballots to be counted, those ballots not counted shall be clearly marked

"excess" on the front of the ballot and attached to a certificate made by the election judges

which states the number of ballots not counted and why the-baHots they were not counted.

The certificate and uncounted ballots shall be sealed in a separate envelope and-retarned

to clearly marked "excess ballots." The election judges shall sign their names over the

envelope seal and return the ballots to the county auditor or municipal or school district

clerk from whom they were received. Tabulation of vote totals from a precinct where
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excess ballots were removed from the ballot box shall be completed by the canvassing

board responsible for certifying the election results from that precinct.

Sec. 20. Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 204C.20, is amended by adding a
subdivision to read:

Subd. 5. Applicability. The requirements of this section apply regardless of the

voting system or method of tabulation used in a precinct.

Sec. 21. Minnesota Statutes 2010, section 204C.23, is amended to read:

204C.23 SPOILED, DEFECTIVE, AND DUPLICATE BALLOTS.

(a) A ballot that is spoiled by a voter must be clearly marked "spoiled" by an election
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